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There was no objection.

———

HONORING BRAVE SOUTHERN ARI-
ZONANS WHO MADE THE ULTI-
MATE SACRIFICE IN SERVICE TO
OUR COUNTRY

(Ms. MCSALLY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the men and women
from southern Arizona who have given
their lives in service to our country.

Countless southern Arizonans have
bravely raised their right hands and
volunteered to make the defense of our
Nation their responsibility. Some have
made the ultimate sacrifice.

Their stories of bravery and selfless-
ness are remembered every day by
those who knew and loved them—sto-
ries like that of U.S. Army Command
Master Sergeant Martin R. Barreras,
who graduated from Sunnyside High
School and was Kkilled in Afghanistan
in 2014; or of U.S. Army Specialist
Christian M. Adams, a native of Sierra
Vista, who was killed in Afghanistan in
2010; or of U.S. Air Force Senior Air-
man Benjamin D. White, who was based
at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base and
was Kkilled when his helicopter was shot
down in Afghanistan in 2010.

These are just some of the many sto-
ries of brave southern Arizonans who
fought and died to preserve our way of
life. Their sacrifices remind us this
weekend and every day that freedom is
never free.

Have a meaningful Memorial Day.

——————

BRAIN TUMOR AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of Brain Tumor
Awareness Month.

Every single year, nearly 70,000 peo-
ple in our country will be diagnosed
with a brain tumor. Tragically, over
4,000 of them will be children. By the
end of this year, roughly 14,000 Ameri-
cans will lose their lives due to a brain
tumor.

Like many others across this coun-
try, my family has also been touched
by this painful disease, but for patients
and their loved ones, hope persists,
whether through increased funding for
NIH research, which just passed the
Energy and Commerce Committee this
morning, or through the tireless efforts
of nonprofit organizations like the Na-
tional Brain Tumor Society.

We should not and cannot accept the
notion that a brain tumor is untreat-
able any longer. This month and every
month, we must support the efforts of
our scientists, doctors, and advocates
as they search for new treatment op-
tions to develop new cures.
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HONORING OUR MEN AND WOMEN
OF THE ARMED FORCES ON ME-
MORIAL DAY

(Mr. BISHOP of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to reflect on what Me-
morial Day means to our country and
to honor our men and women of the
Armed Forces.

Our Nation has always stood strong
on its founding principle of freedom,
but it has taken wars and generations
of brave, selfless individuals to pre-
serve and defend it.

For their service, we are eternally
grateful. We are especially mindful of
those who have made the ultimate sac-
rifice for our country and of the fact
that freedom is not free. Their valiant
acts in the line of duty have kept our
families safe, both at home and abroad,
and there are no words for the grati-
tude we hold in our hearts today and
always.

As we spend time this weekend with
our loved ones on this great American
holiday, please keep our active and
fallen servicemen and -women in your
thoughts and prayers, and we pray for
those currently serving that they re-
turn home safely.

Happy Memorial Day, and God bless
the United States of America.

O 1300

CONGRATULATIONS TO FORT
WORTH INDEPENDENT SCHOOL
DISTRICT’S HUSBAND AND WIFE
TEACHER OF THE YEAR

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Mario Pureco-
Razo and Maria Ceron-Ponce, the first
husband and wife to have ever been
named as teachers of the year at their
respective schools. Mario and Maria
immigrated to the United States from
Mexico to become bilingual educators.

Maria, who teaches dual language for
third grade at Glen Park Elementary
School, and Mario, who teaches dual
language pre-K at Mitchell Boulevard
Elementary School, one of the many
elementary schools I attended in Fort
Worth ISD, have both proudly served
the district for 7 years.

While each present a different style
of teaching in the classroom, both ex-
emplify the dedication and passion
needed to shape the minds and lives of
our youngest members of society.

Although we should recognize the
hard work of all the teachers that per-
form on behalf of their students each
and every day, today I want to recog-
nize Maria and Mario’s unique achieve-
ment.

It brings me great pride to represent
the teachers of Texas’ 33rd Congres-
sional District, and I wish Mario and
Maria continued success.

Congratulations on this outstanding
achievement.
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NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH

(Mr. ROONEY of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROONEY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize May as Na-
tional Foster Care Month.

Before I came to Congress, I was the
CEO of a home for abused, neglected,
and abandoned children called
HomeSafe. In addition to providing a
caring home for children in need, our
staff and volunteers helped connect
them with foster families, whom we
also helped certify.

I saw firsthand the struggles that
children face when they don’t have a
safe and permanent home. I saw what a
remarkable difference it could make
when they found a stable and loving
family, and I saw the incredible joy
that these children brought to the lives
of their foster families, our staff and
volunteers, and everyone who worked
to support them.

All children deserve a safe, loving,
and permanent home. We must con-
tinue to work together to make that
goal a reality for the 400,000 children in
our foster care system.

——————

ON-THE-JOB TRAINING TAX
CREDIT OF 2015

(Mr. AGUILAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, since
taking office, my top priority has been
to support policies that improve our
economy and strengthen the Inland
Empire’s middle class.

Last month I released my jobs plan,
summarizing what I have heard from
small-business owners, job seekers, and
community leaders throughout San
Bernardino County. Among the many
issues people face is the skills gap, the
disconnect that exists between poten-
tial employees and the available job
market demands of those who possess
specific or technical skills. That was
one of the biggest problems that I
heard.

That is why yesterday I introduced
the On-the-Job Training Tax Credit of
2015, a bill that creates a temporary
tax credit for employers to use to help
pay for the costs of training new hires.
This will enable local owners to expand
their businesses and empower employ-
ees with critical skills to help them
succeed in the 21st century economy.

Through apprenticeship programs,
vocational schools, community col-
leges, and more, job seekers who have
been locked out of today’s economy
will be retrained and brought back into
the fold in the Inland Empire’s econ-
omy.

Studies tell us that approximately
3% million manufacturing jobs will be
open over the next 10 years, but we will
only be able to fill 2 million of them
due to the skills gap. It is time to re-
train our workforce and build up the
middle class. This bill will help us do
just that.
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CONGRESS MUST ADDRESS SEC-
TION 702 OF THE FISA AMEND-
MENTS ACT

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
PATRIOT Act was designed to protect
us from terrorists abroad. Now we have
learned that section 215 of the PA-
TRIOT Act has been abused by the
NSA, and it is spying on Americans,
taking metadata.

But there is more. There is another
law. The FISA Amendments Act of
2008, section 702, allows the seizure,
without a warrant, of the content of
emails, text messages, and phone calls
by our government. Congress must ad-
dress this, as it has addressed section
215 of the PATRIOT Act. It also allows,
under 702, the backdoor search; in
other words, NSA can go into Google
and seize information about Americans
without a warrant.

NSA cannot be trusted to protect and
follow America’s laws that protect our
privacy. This Soviet-style surveillance
on Americans has got to stop. The
right of privacy is sacred.

I have introduced, along with ZOE
LOFGREN, a bipartisan bill to eliminate
section 702 so that Americans are pro-
tected. We cannot allow the bruising of
the Fourth Amendment by the snoop-
ing NSA under the false claim of na-
tional security. If you have probable
cause to seize that information, get a
warrant under the Constitution of the
United States.

And that is just the way it is.

————————

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH
ANNIVERSARY OF HEAD START

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I want to commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of the Head Start program,
which has served more than 30 million
American children.

As a former Head Start teacher, 1
know firsthand what access to edu-
cation and a hearty breakfast can do
for a child. Head Start has introduced
millions of children to learning; and, as
a result, many of them have gone on to
earn college degrees and become teach-
ers, lawyers, doctors, and even elected
officials.

Mr. Speaker, without Head Start,
many children from low-income fami-
lies would not receive the nutritional
and educational services that are so
important to early childhood develop-
ment.

I stand with my colleagues in the
House and on the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce calling for
continued funding for this vital pro-
gram, which has been crucial in im-
proving the lives of countless deserving
children across the country.
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RECOGNIZING PHILIP KIRKWOOD

(Mr. JOLLY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize a real American hero who
risked his life to preserve the freedoms
we all enjoy today. Yesterday, Navy
Ace Commander Philip Kirkwood of
Seminole, Florida, accepted the Con-
gressional Gold Medal presented to our
American Fighter Aces.

Born in New Jersey, Mr. Kirkwood
enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1942. Earn-
ing his Navy wings a year later, Mr.
Kirkwood joined the VF-10 flying Hell-
cats off of the USS Enterprise. Mr.
Kirkwood recorded his first air victory
over the Caroline Islands in 1944, but it
would be far from his last. Over his dis-
tinguished career, Commander Kirk-
wood recorded 12 confirmed victories
and 1 probable.

One of fewer than 80 living fighter
aces, Commander Kirkwood is deco-
rated with the Navy Cross, the Distin-
guished Flying Cross, and the Air
Medal with five Gold Stars.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
thanking Commander Kirkwood for his
years of service and his bravery.

May God bless Philip Kirkwood, and
may God bless each of our American
Fighter Aces.

————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF
BISHOP CURTIS MONTGOMERY

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the life and service
of Bishop Curtis Montgomery of Ta-
coma, Washington.

He was a key leader who shepherded
Tacoma’s Hilltop neighborhood
through civil rights struggles and trou-
bled times. His steadfast leadership and
staunch belief in the power of commu-
nity involvement will be remembered
in the revitalization of this historically
significant neighborhood.

His contributions to the Hilltop in-
clude the establishment of Christ Tem-
ple Church, which later became Great-
er Christ Temple Church, and the Oasis
of Hope Center, a faith-based commu-
nity outreach center that was the cul-
mination of Bishop Montgomery’s
longstanding vision to provide a safe
and stable place for the community.

Scripture tells us that God loves a
cheerful giver, and it is safe to say that
God loves Curtis Montgomery and his
parishioners, who have given so much
to so many.

On behalf of his congregation and the
people of the Hilltop neighborhood in
Tacoma, Washington, I honor the life-
time achievements of Bishop Curtis
Montgomery of Greater Christ Temple
Church in the Congress of the United
States.
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HONORING OUR VETERANS

(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, the way that we show grati-
tude to those who have served in our
military, the men and women, is to
honor them, and we will join as a coun-
try doing so on Memorial Day.

But we also can show our gratitude
by making sure that they get the care
that they need. It has been over a year
since the long waiting lists at the VA
were exposed in alarming numbers all
across the country. We have learned
just this week that at least $6 billion in
taxpayers’ money has been lost in ille-
gal contracts at the VA and of VA em-
ployees improperly receiving gifts, in-
cluding room upgrades, meals, lim-
ousine services, golf, spa, helicopter
rides, tickets for the Rockets.

This week the House passed six bills
that give American veterans the sup-
port they need, and demands account-
ability at the VA. We must get an-
swers, and I am committed to being a
part of the solution.

Next week, I will visit the Spokane
Veterans Hospital and recognize those
who do work hard to serve our vet-
erans. Every day we are working to
support veterans in eastern Wash-
ington. This week my team attended
the VA2K relay for homeless veterans
with military and community and VA
staff. We are going to continue to work
with county leaders to address the
needs of our veterans throughout east-
ern Washington.

May God bless all those who have
served.

————
FIRST COUNTY OF VETERANS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, on Friday, May 29, I will
have the privilege of attending a cere-
mony and play in Warren County,
Pennsylvania, titled, ‘“‘Beyond Glory,”’
which will highlight the stories of
eight Medal of Honor recipients in the
wars of the 20th century.

The theme of the evening is First
County of Veterans, recognizing the
fact that Warren County, Pennsyl-
vania, has the largest veteran popu-
lation per capita of any county in
Pennsylvania. I am looking forward to
celebrating this special evening with
local veterans who have sacrificed so
much.

Mr. Speaker, Memorial Day is right
around the corner, and as the proud fa-
ther of an Army soldier and a daugh-
ter-in-law who is now a veteran, it is
my privilege to serve our Nation’s vet-
erans and my honor to recognize those
who have lost their lives in service to
our country.

Memorial Day for many Americans
has become the holiday that marks the
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